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“SSHEG Rehabilitation Community Concerns – Review”  

“Ongoing Singleton GP’s Community Health Concerns” 
 

By 2008, Singleton Doctors were fighting with medication etc a losing 

battle against Community Respiratory and unexplained exotic Community 

Diseases that appeared related to Air Quality impacts especially “Near Neighbours 

and children” to Open Cut Mines and Power Stations. 

SSHEG 10 Year review 2008 – 2018 focuses firstly upon Airborne Mine 

Pollution (a component of which relates to Rehabilitation); and secondly by 2010 

also on their “Sense of Place Health Impacts” that result from “Fight of Flight 

Human Responses” threat that Open Cut Coal Mining pose.  

Residents who hitherto lived in Peaceful Rural Setting find their Homes 

and their very ground stability subject to the day to day, ever encroaching and 

Visible Mining movements and Pollution, Noises, Earth shakes, etc. 

SSHEG view Rehabilitation from the Community Health Impact point of 

view; and this encompasses, Physical, Mental, Social, Sense of Place with 

recognition of our Ancestral (Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict & Emigrant) Cultural 

Heritage that are trampled upon and often destroyed especially by Open Cut Coal 

Mining in the Hunter Valley. 

 

ingleton hire ealthy nvironment roup 

   “Rehabilitation Cultural Heritage 2020” 
 

 

 

    

A community-based group looking to address Environmental  

 issues affecting Singleton Shire residents 

             Author: Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD 

 We seek identification as to what is making our Children and  

Community Sick so they can be mitigated by OH&S Compliance Orders. 

  SSHEG Focus on Health 
                      SSHEG is Not Anti Mining or Anti Power Stations 

 

 10 Year SSHEG Review Findings: - 2020 
➢ Computer Alarm Controls for Individual Mines 

         “Air Pollution Minimisation & Dispersion”. 

➢ Residents “Sense of Place” Cultural Heritage Impacts. 

mailto:rr.feedback@planning.nsw.gov.au
mailto:rr.feedback@planning.nsw.gov.au
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Community “Sense of Place” Rehabilitation Health Concerns 
 

SSHEG previous Submission on16 February 2018 regarding the “NSW 

Rehabilitation Reform Program” identified that Mine Heritage Rehabilitation 

extends across the full period of the Mine Lease use; as illustrated in Attachment 1 

and the extract below. The associated SSHEG Social Impact refer Attachment 2. 

The extent of the “Mine Rehabilitation” extends across the full suite of 

Lands that are impacted by Mining Operations, from Lease purchase, outside of 

Lease Buffer Zones, Resident’s Acquisition Localities, Mine                                                                                        

surrounding Environs Cultural Heritage Sites, Biodiversity offsets, etc; and 

throughout with ongoing Maintenance to maintain the Heritage condition at the 

time of Lease purchase. Followed by return to Public ownership. 

 

  

  

Mining needs to recognise their “Social Licence” also 

involves the protection of Heritage aspects on their Mine Lease and 

other lands while they are mining. Many in the community and 

their siblings cherished Memories of prior generations living on 

these lands. Mine Heritage Preservation is thus multifaceted and 

are - an all of Mine - Rehabilitation responsibility. 

MTW SSHEG Submissions over 7 years and involvement 

with the Rio Tinto Coal & Allied Community Heritage Advisory 

Committee and their Heritage Conservation Areas over 5 years has 

been without a concrete response so far: question of Bank 

Guarantees and Land Mortgages against Mine Commitments, 

Local Compliance Officers involvement, Sense of Place and local 

Residents connection to Mine Land & Water, Bulga Culture Centre 

& Tourism Hub, Aboriginal Museum Archaeology & Water Shed 

significance, and PAC comments without action are outlined in 

Attachment 2. 
 We therefore contend that Mine Heritage Rehabilitation begins 

at the earliest stages of “The Resource” identification and continues 

throughout the life of the Mine Leases. Mines are a party to allowing 

Heritage to deteriorate with ever Heritage Listed Estate Buildings under 

threat; such as Wambo and Ravensworth Estates as recent examples. 
 

SSHEG Submission Extract dated 16 Feb 2018 (Attachment 1) 

 “NSW Rehabilitation Reform Program”. 
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 SSHEG Cultural Heritage Focus across the life of each Mine 

Lease are inadequately defined in the Rehabilitation Reform 

Documents to take into account the Community Heritage Concerns. 

 “Cultural or Heritage sensitivity etc” as illustrated below are 

traditionally recognised in Mining as related to Aboriginal Cultural 

Heritage; whereas the Community Holistic concerns relate to 

Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict, Immigrant and Industrial Cultural and 

Natural Heritage, seen in the Environmental context. (Note 5) 

SSHEG differentiates between Aboriginal Heritage and Cultural 

Heritage “Stakeholders” or Community Groups” to include Local 

Cultural Heritage, Historic Heritage, Natural Heritage and Flora & 

Fauna Groups. Further, although Stakeholders are defined in the 

Rehabilitation Reform Documents they do not appear elsewhere as an 

Action or Implementation, or to any timetable requirement. 
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SSHEG Submission MTW Continuation 18th July 2014 
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 Illustrated also below are the Mine Lease and Rehabilitation 

Impacts across the Cultural Heritage Significance Hunter Valley 

Lands; repeated also on Mine Leases in and around Muswellbrook. 

 
 

By 17 March 2019, The State Significant Conservation Area – Cockfighters 

Valley Precinct Project Proposal & Presentation (Attachment 3 & 4) sought 

“proactive support of NSW Minerals Council and Mining Dialogue” for these 

Cultural Heritage Community Initiatives; gaining merit recognition with guidance 

as a multi- regional initiative. 

 

Clearly the Patricks Plains Properties of the Hunter Valley 1820 to 1860 as 

illustrated above are Colonial, Convict and Immigrant Historic Heritage Property 

Estates many now where Coal Mine Leases operate. 

 The extent of the Ancestral Pioneer and Convict Cultural Heritage 

Significance throughout Patricks Plains to the 1850’s is outlined as a Research 

Application NTH#8 in Attachment 5 and Illustrated below. 

 

 Mine Lease, Mine Lease Buffer Zones Land and Acquisition Purchased 

Land, all would be subject to any Rehabilitation Cultural Heritage Reforms. 
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Relevant Heritage Questions posed for the Rehabilitation Reform Process 

are discussed in Attachment 6, Projects are as follows:- 
 

“Do NSW Local Environment Plans on Heritage Homestead Estates in 

Hunter Valley all need to be added to NSW State Heritage Register with the 

Enforcement Power of Permanent Protection Orders which includes Progressive 

restoration and Public access periods?” 
 

“In 1982 The NSW Department of Environment and Planning, Heritage 

Council of NSW released the Sheedy Hunter Region Heritage Study, entitled 

“Nineteenth Century Buildings”. For the period up to the 1850s, Sheedy …..at the 

time of his report, the Hunter Region possessed probably the richest and most 

diverse collection of 19th century buildings to be found in any comparable area of 

Australia and that with relatively few exceptions, the vast number of buildings 

erected after 1830 have survived.” 
 

“In 2013 the study “HUNTER ESTATES: A Comparative Heritage Study of 

pre 1850s Homestead Complexes in the Hunter Region”, was commissioned by 

NSW Office of Environment & Heritage and the Heritage Council of NSW based 

on a concern that significant Colonial Landscapes and Homestead Complexes 

throughout the Hunter Region could be lost by individual decisions arising from 

development pressures. This 2013 Study seeks to define both the Hunter Estate 

and its homestead complex, to map their locations and to locate their importance 

in the history of the Hunter Region and NSW.” 
  

“It is evident that Hunter Valley Cultural Heritage and State Significant 

Heritage was perhaps last visited in 2013 and needs a comprehensive Review by 

National and State Authorities as a Whole of Valley Review and Classifications; 

perhaps leading to Permanent Conservation Heritage Protection in the context 

of the short, medium, and long term transition of Historic Heritage for Private 

and Tourism Opportunities as part of the overall Mine Rehabilitation 

Provisions.”  
 

“It is for this track record that SSHEG have identified a set of 

Community Cultural Heritage Initiated Projects that need to be enacted by 

authorities collectively across all Mining Operations in much the same way the 

Upper Hunter Air Quality Monitoring Network was established and Funded 

regarding Community Health and Air Quality Initiatives. (Refer Attachment 6 

Conditions of Consent) The “impotent 2002 Bulga Deed of Agreement” 

compromise of Conservation, Heritage and Mining lives on today as the 

challenge to be effectively addressed.”  
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“Should Glendon, Neotsfield, Baroona and Minimbah Homestead Estates, 

or any others that are on smaller land areas to their original Pioneer Settler Land 

Grants, be all protected by Permanent Heritage Protection Orders? 
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Community Initiative “Sense of Place” Tourism Hub Displays 

Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict, Immigrant & Industrial 
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Community Initiative “Sense of Place” Tourism Hub 
 

The “Cockfighters Valley Precinct” Illustrated is considered the 

Grasslands, Creeks, Brooks and River adjunct of the UNESCO World Heritage–

listed Greater Blue Mountains Area National Parks, that forms part of the Great 

Dividing Range, being the Gateway to the ‘Sub Colony of Sydney Cove” at Saint 

Patricks Plains, in March 1820.  
 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Blue_Mountains_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Dividing_Range
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Dividing_Range
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By 1850’s “Patricks Plains Precinct” in NSW Strategic 2040 Planning 

Terms emerged as the “State Significant Cultural Heritage Area of 1800’s Patricks 

Plains” across Singleton and Muswellbrook Shires, just as the “State Significant 

Cultural Heritage Conservation Area - Cockfighters Valley Precinct”, incorporates 

what has been foreshadowed as Local Character Precincts across the then “Blue 

Mountains” Forestry Area. 

SSHEG Glendell Submission dated Jan 2018 (Attachment 6) provides 

further detailing of the need for a foreshadow Comprehensive Heritage 

Significance update of the 1850’s Heritage Significance.  

Community Concern is summarised in Extracts below:- 

 

 
 

Community Comment:  
Wanton destruction of heritage buildings in non-mining areas eg. North 

Charlton Homestead, Gerale Homestead, Spinks residence, Martin’s Wineshop 
ruins (1856), Hillside residence (1840s), Newport Homestead & Dairy. 
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Community Rehabilitation Mine Pollution Health Concerns 
 

“SSHEG and Health Concerned Residents as “Near Neighbours to 

Open Cut Mines” are asking the Question: - 

 “Why after 10 years of Community detailing the observed Diseases impact 

of sudden exposure to Mine Air Pollution; three years NSW Health, CSIRO & 

ANSTO Research 2010 -2013; WHO Air Pollution & Disease Declarations Oct 

2013; eight years Upper Hunter Mining Dialogue, Mines, EPA & OEH initiatives 

2011- 2017; after all this combined effort; why are Singleton GP’s again reporting 

worsening Community Disease in 2019?” 
 

SSHEG 10 Year Review concluded that:- Application of Modern 

Technology & Science to Mine Pollution Dispersion containment within the 

Mine Lease provides options for future success. Attachment 7 SSHEG details a 

series of Mining Dialogue Project Proposals entitled “Coordinated Coal Mining 

Air Pollution Mitigation Controls, Options as WHO & NEPM Standards lower in the 

Hunter”. Display 2   - Mine Airborne Pollution Regions were identified. 
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“The Diurnal Variability, the Time of Day Air Drifting Patterns, Seasonal 

Weather Patterns, the changing Landscape of working Mine Voids, Overburden 

Mountains and their Orientation over 25year Mine cycles are critical elements to 

the Dispersion of Mining Industry Air Pollution containment changes. Mine Air 

Pollution should otherwise be contained within the Mine Lease boundaries and by 

any Buffer Zones provided.” (Attachment 7 Quote)  
 

Develop Modern Dispersion Visualisation Real Time Displays and 

Dispersion Parameter Studies to reintroduce the Data Intelligence to the 

Movement of Mine Pollution from Sources to Dispersion, and to provide 

the basis for the development of Real Time Air Pollution Dispersion 

Characterisation Studies. 
 

Rehabilitation Community Concerns 
 

 Upon Review, Mine Rehabilitation Concerns are more focused on what 

is left; as the ongoing 25year threat of the advancing Mines on their Villages, 

Locality facilities and Community Culture, Farming Enterprises and Homes, 

and any surviving Environs that established Residents Lifestyle in the first 

place. 

 Community sees Mine Rehabilitation relates to “all Mine owned Land 

Tenure” that Mines find it necessary to rely upon at gain approval and Operate 

Mines; clearly this includes Lease Land, Lease Buller Zone Land, and 

Acquisition Land and the like. 

 Actual Mine Lease Land is only the “Tip of the Iceberg”, and it is the 

“Neglect” and deterioration of these surrounding Lands of greatest Concern. 

 Once approved, Mine Lease Rehabilitation Concerns relate more directly 

to Active Mine Footprints as percentage of Mine Lease Area; then focusing 

upon resurfacing profiles, grasses, scrubs, trees, gullies. Drainage etc. 

 Mines can never replace the Hunter Valley lands, seepage areas, drains, 

creeks, brooks or river flats etc: try as hard as some have to prove they can! 

 Hunter Valley Farmers some with multiple Generational experience see 

the futile attempts to replicate the land. 

 One suggestion relates to reestablishing land Soil surface in a form of 

appropriate quality and depth, and with water retention qualities that are 

conducive to healthy grass, scrub and tree growth for each of the desired 

Rehabilitation Areas. Consider Farm Contour Slope water seepage design! 

 The sometimes-arid nature of the Hunter Valley, requires also the 

reestablishment of water seepage systems that replicate the slow release of 

water across the landscape throughout the soil depth, with seepage through 

damp and wet pockets, swamp areas etc. 
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SSHEG Previous Rehabilitation Proposals  

 

SSHEG Submissions to Singleton Council “Local Strategic Planning Statement 

2040” dated 10 May 2020 and “Operational Plan 2021-2022” dated 27 May 

2020. 
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Water Impacts illustrated by Cross Sectional Profiles particularly as Mine 

Leases begin to merge and rely upon cross Lease water Bores etc, 
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  SSHEG & Mining Dialogue YouTube Video 
 

https://youtu.be/0XCX9dw9yUQ 

 

 

 

SSHEG Member Carroll Russell “Near Neighbour  
 

MTW Submission 2010 EIS 
 

Rehabilitation - Appendix 1 Reference 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://youtu.be/0XCX9dw9yUQ
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Community Member Concerns UHAQMN Representative  
 

Appendix 2 - 22 November 2018 

 

 
 

Community Concerns Explained YouTube Video Link 
https://youtu.be/x7gvaT5HNhY 

 

 Warkworth Sands Community YouTube Video Link 
 

https://youtu.be/zz-Q34GFoFc 

https://youtu.be/x7gvaT5HNhY
https://youtu.be/zz-Q34GFoFc
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SSHEG “Sense of Place” Health Impact Review dating back to the 1980’s 

of the Five Mines along the Wollombi Brook and Hunter River Environs focused 

on Cultural Heritage Community Impacts as recorded in Aboriginal, Colonial, 

Convict, Immigrant and Industrial Studies, EIS, Reports etc; this suggests that at 

the least Local Environment Protection (LEP +) across this Precinct has been 

forsaken in the interest of Coal Mining. 

To bridge the Community Cultural Heritage Expectations Gap, SSHEG 

are foreshadowing that it remains incumbent now on the likeminded Family 

Groups with Cultural Heritage connectivity to these lands to rebalance this current 

Understanding. This especially applies to Mine Lands and their Rehabilitation. 

 

Further, many Mine Conditions of Consent, Approval Commitments and 

Undertakings rely upon Federal and NSW Governance Policies and actions, which 

create the atmosphere in which these Rehabilitation Reforms currently under 

review will apply. 

 
 

 

In anticipation of a favourable response 

 

Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD 

 

Singleton Shire Healthy Environment Group 
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Attachments 
 

Attachment 1    SSHEG “NSW Rehabilitation Reform Program”  
16 February 2018 

 

Attachment 2    SSHEG “Social Impact Assessments in NSW Dec 2016” 

    3 March 2017 
 

Attachment 3    Mining Dialogue Project Proposal – Tourism Hub 

“State Significant Conservation Area – Cockfighters 

Valley Precinct”.    17 March 2019 
 

Attachment 4    Mining Dialogue Project Proposal  

“Coordinated Coal Mining Pollution Mitigation 

Controls, Options as WHO & NEPM Standards lower 

in the Hunter”.    Mar – Sept 2019 

 

Attachment 5 “Ancestral Heritage Significance of Patricks Plains 

NTH#8” Bulga Tourism Hub 24 October 2018 

 

Attachment 6    SSHEG “Glendell Mine Ravensworth Estate Obstacle” 

 20 January 2020 

 

Attachment 7    Mining Dialogue Project Proposal  

“Coordinated Coal Mining Pollution Mitigation 

Controls, Options as WHO & NEPM Standards lower 

in the Hunter”.    Mar – Sept 2019 

 

Attachment 8   Mining Dialogue Project Proposal – Tourism Hub 

“State Significant Conservation Area – Cockfighters 

Valley Precinct”.    17 March 2019 

 

Attachment 4a    SSHEG “Air Quality & Community Health 10 Year 

Review 2008 – 2018” 10 March 2020 & “10 Year 

Review UHAQMN Proposal 2019” 18 Oct 2019 
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Extract; Yancoal letter 20 Aug 2020 re Coal & Allied Heritage CCCs 

sPresentation 
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