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A landholder’s guide to exploration
Supporting flowcharts

The department has prepared a series of flowcharts that complement the information provided in the Landholder’s guide
to exploration. The flowcharts are visual tools designed to help landholders understand some of the steps involved in the
exploration process.

There are 4 key phases of the exploration process that are relevant to landholders:

Application phase -What happens when a prospective explorer applies for an exploration licence?

Land access phase -What happens when an explorer wants access to my land?

ARENEES

Exploration and rehabilitation phase -What happens during exploration and rehabilitation on my land?

4. Post-exploration phase -What happens during the post-exploration phase on my land?

Each phase has its own individual flowchart that provides an overview of what landholders might expect or may want to consider
during that particular phase.

However, the flowcharts are general in nature and are not intended to replace legal advice. You may wish to seek your own
independent legal advice tailored to your specific circumstances.

For more information, see the A landholder’s guide to exploration on our website.

Contact us

For assistance or for more information about exploration licences and land access matters in NSW, contact:

NSW Resources -Assessments and Systems
Phone: +61 2 4063 6600 (8:30 am-4:30 pm)
Email: titles@dpird.nsw.gov.au

If you want to report a suspected breach of an exploration licence, notify the Resources Regulator.

Alternatively call 1300 814 609 for all Resources Regulator enquiries.
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https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/what-happens-when-a-prospective-explorer-applies-for-an-exploration-licence
https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/what-happens-when-an-explorer-wants-to-access-my-land
https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/what-happens-during-exploration-and-rehabilitation-on-my-land
https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/what-happens-during-post-exploration-phase-on-my-land
https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/a-landholders-guide-to-exploration
mailto:titles%40dpird.nsw.gov.au?subject=
https://nswresourcesregulator.service-now.com/public?id=notify_regulator

Application phase - What happens when a prospective explorer applies for an exploration licence?

Application phase commences

Explorer lodges an application for
an exploration licence

l

Department records lodgement of
application in Mining Titles
Register, MinView and NSW

Government Gazette

l

Department assess application

!

Department issues notice of
proposed decision for approval
or refusal

l

Explorer lodges security deposit
and pays fees and levies (if
proposed decision is for approval)

l

Department finalises assessment
of application

!

Department approves or
refuses application

!

Department grants explorer an
exploration licence
(if application approved)

Application phase ends

% Explorer publishes an advertising
notice within 45 days of
lodging application

v

advertisements in newspapers,
Mining Titles Register, MinView or
NSW Government Gazette

WV

- Landholders can check ;

Explorer withdraws application

A\ 4

Department records application
outcome in Mining Titles Register,
MinView and NSW
Government Gazette
v
Landholders can check for
application outcome in Mining
Titles Register, MinView, DIGS,
NSW Government Gazette
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Land access phase - What happens when an explorer wants access to my land?

Land access phase

commences

Explorer contacts landholder
and/or sends a notice of intent
to enter a land access
arrangement to landholder

\’

Negotiation of land access
arrangement between
landholder and explorer

Agreement of land

Explorer sends a notice of
access arrangement

reached?

No —>

to landholder

Appointment of

arbitrator agreed
upon?

Yes

Yes \l/

Mediation of land access
arrangement by arbitrator

Agreement of land
access arrangement
reached?

Yes

Appointment of
arbitrator agreed
upon?

Yes

\2

Arbitration of land access
arrangement by arbitrator

\ 4 \L
Land access arrangement
finalised by explorer

and landholder

Land access arrangement
finalised by arbitrator

Land access phase ends (

appointment of an arbitrator

Explorer or landholder lodges

Department appoints an

No —> application to appoint an - arbitrator (if
arbitrator to department application approved)
4
N
Explorer or landholder lodges Department appoints an
No —> application to appoint an - arbitrator (if
arbitrator to department application approved)
4
N

Explorer or landholder request
-> review by Land and
Environment Court

Land and Environment Court
reviews arbitrated land
access arrangement

]

Key
Action by explorer

Action by explorer
and landholder

Action by Department
Action by arbitrator
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Exploration and rehabilitation phase - What happens during exploration and rehabilitation on my land?

Land access arrangement
between landholder and explorer
has been finalised as part of land

access phase

Exploration and rehabilitation

phase commences

Landholder and explorer follow
terms and conditions of the land
access arrangement

!

Explorer starts exploration and Explorer pays compensation to
rehabilitation on —> landholder as agreed in land
landholder’s property access arrangement

l

Explorer and landholder liaise to
address issues or change
in circumstances

l

Variation to land access
arrangement required?

Varied land access arrangement
Yes —> mutually agreed by explorer
and landholder

Yes Agreement reached?

No
N2

No Explorer and landholder follow S Varied land access arrangement

arbitration process determined by arbitrator

Check land access arrangement
Explorer and landholder liaise to for how to address damage or
Yes = address damage or dispute > dispute and respond accordingly >
(if applicable)

Explorer fixes damage and/or
pays landholder for
compensable loss (if applicable)

Damages to land
or disputes?

Explorer and landholder liaise to
check if land access arrangement
- continues, varies, ends or new
one created

Change in landholders

or explorer? Yes

CoiEvEien 6 lane Landhold_er can prevent access Expllorer'and landholder follow
access arrangement? Yes —> until explorer §tops % arbitration process to resolve
contravention issue contravention issue
Landholder report alleged Resources Regulator takes
Breach of exploration contravention or incident or Resources Regulator non-compliance or regulatory
licence or code of practice? Yes —> unsatisfactory rehabilitation to % conducts investigation % action against explorer
Resources Regulator (if applicable) (if applicable)
\seisiasiony Landhold(_elf rai_ses unsatisfactory _ Explorer addr.e_ssels )
e Yes % rehab|l|Fat|on completion % unsatisfactory rehabilitation issue
‘ with explorer (if applicable)
|
No
\I/ Key

Explorer finishes exploration and
rehabilitation on .

Action by explorer

landholder’s property R

Action by landholder

Exploration and rehabilitation Action by explorer

and landholder

phase ends

Action by Department

Action by arbitrator

—— Required step



Post-exploration phase - What happens during the post-exploration phase on my land?

Post-exploration phase

commences

Explorer manages their
exploration licence obligations

Department returns security

Explorer submits rehabilitation Resources Regulator notifies

_— . B Resources Regulator assesses Rehabilitation satisfactorily - deposit (if requested by
?
Rehabilitation completed? Ye_s - completion application - e s Ay i . Yes —> explqrgr o_f satlsfacto_ry - B ST i Y
H to department rehabilitation completion X .
' security deposit
: A
H Landholder may sign a Resources Regulator advises Explorer undertakes additional
No E_ » ) rehabilitation statement if explorer of unsatisfactory % rehabilitation on
satisfied with rehabilitation on rehabilitation landholder’s property
their land (if applicable) |
N4

Explorer and landholder
Yes —> terminate or vary land
access arrangement

End land access
arrangement?

Explorer submits annual
exploration report and annual
environmental and Department or Resources
Yes 3 rehabilitation compliance ; Regulator reviews report 3
report once a year

Department publicly release
reports in accordance with - --»
annual report release policy

Landholder can check DIGS for

i i ?
Annual reporting required? publicly released reports

to department ™
No
Explorer submits partial
relinquishment report (if
. . licence partially renewed or
? -
Other reporting required? Yes partially cancelled) or final
| report (if licence cancelled) &
to department
No
Vv
\L Explorer submits renewal or . Department records application Exploration licence status Laqdho_lder can check
transfers application or Diggeirimiein o outcome in Mining Titles remains current (if renewed or application outcome and
TSN e L . Y .
Lodge any applications? Yes % cancellation request % application and approves or % Register, MinView and NSW % transferred) or cancelled, > llcenge statgs n Mining Titles
refuses application ) . - Register, MinView, DIGS and
to department Government Gazette relinquished or expired
NSW Government Gazette
No
Explorer pursues additional
exploration activities and
Licence status still current? Yes —> negotiate new land access Key
arrangements throughout
No e eres) Action by explorer Action by explorer —— Required step
and landholder
. -=-=- Optional ste
. Action by landholder p P
Post-exploration phase ends Action by Department
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