NSW Resources ,\' ",
Resources Regulator ‘_!L'

GOVERNMENT

Silica dust compliance

What do you need to do?

Small Mines Roadshow

February/March/April 2026




NSW Resources Y
Resources Regulator “\»“!_,;

NSW

GOVERNMENT

Content

Regulations
WHS & WHS MPS Regulations-how does it fit together?

High risk CSS processing, RCS is a hazard?-how do you decide?
Silica personal monitoring obligations

What do the results mean? How to deal with an exceedance
Silica health monitoring obligations

Silica worker register
Silica control plan

Resources
» Resources to use




NSW Resources
Resources Regulator

Silica dust compliance

Regulations



WHAT IS RESPIRABLE
CRYSTALLINE SILICA




NSW Resources NV
Resources Regulator “v“!_};
NSW

WHS & MPS Regulations-how does it fit together?

The WHS and WHS MPS Regulations work together, and both have to be complied with:

Work Health and Safety

Work Health and Safety Regulation 2025 (Mines and Petroleum Sites) Regulation 2022

Chapter 8A 50 Monitor ; s89 Sampling and analysis of airborne dust
Crystalline silica S onitoring © - if silica is a hazard — requirement for annual sampling
_to determine CSS airborne contaminant
material, processing CSS, levels
high risk CSS processing, -to determine concentration
controls, training & compared to exposure Schedule 6 Sampling airborne dust at mines
monitoring of workers standard OR to determine risk -defines methodology, frequency and workers to sampled
to health, i.e. to identify a s153 Licensed activities
Hazard

-defines licence requirements for sampling

s529CB Silica risk

control plan
_for procfssmg of CSS Schedule 1 Principal hazard management plan

that is high risk -for air quality, dust or other airborne contaminants
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WHS Silica Regulations —questions for your site

Does your site have or use any
Crystalline Silica Substances (CSS)?

Undertake petrographic analysis to determine silica content as a percentage

CSSis anything >1% silica (determined as a w/w concertation)

Does your site process a CSS? Processing includes extraction, drilling, blasting, digging, crushing, screening, loading,

excavation, transporting etc.

|s the processing of CSS High Risk? Depends on silica content, worker exposure (duration & frequency), processing activities

undertaken, previous monitoring results.
* Ifunsure or unable to determine, the process is ‘high risk’
* Controls must NOT be considered in the determination

The answers to these questions will determine if your site needs to:

* Provide worker training in CSS (WHS Regs s529CD)

« Undertake health monitoring of workers (WHS Regs s529CE)

 Implement a silica risk control plan (Tier 3) or update Airborne Contaminants PHMP (Tiers 1 & 2) (WHS Regs s529CB)
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WHS Silica Regulations —-determining ‘high risk’

Mine operators must decide if the CSS processing activities are high risk

SWA - Working with crystalline silica substances. Guidance for PCBUs
(July 2024):

* Provides guidance on determining if processing of CSS is ‘high risk’
« Many factors need to be considered (frequency, duration etc)

Example: there is a different risk associated with loading CSS material at a site
for 2 hours, several times per month vs loading CSS material at a site for
8hrs/day, 5 days per week.

« |f your site is undertaking:

drilling excavating conveying maintenance
blasting loading crushing housekeeping
digging transporting screening any quarrying

it is high likely that you are creating respirable crystalline silica in parts of your
operation, and the process is therefore likely to be high risk.

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

o si ~o

How do | measure
silica in my
materials?

Do | have a high risk silica

process?

AlIOH Silica Resource Hub
has great guidance material
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WHS & MPS Regulations -how does it fit together?

The WHS and WHS MPS Regulations work together, and both have to be complied with:

Work Health and Safety

Work Health and Safety Regulation 2025 (Mines and Petroleum Sites) Regulation 2022

Chapter 8A 50 Monitor ; s89 Sampling and analysis of airborne dust
Crystalline silica S onitoring © - if silica is a hazard — requirement for annual sampling
_to determine CSS airborne contaminant
material, processing CSS, levels
high risk CSS processing, -to determine concentration
controls, training & compared to exposure Schedule 6 Sampling airborne dust at mines
monitoring of workers standard OR to determine risk -defines methodology, frequency and workers to sampled
to health, i.e. to identify a s153 Licensed activities
Hazard

-defines licence requirements for sampling

s529CB Silica risk

control plan
_for procfssmg of CSS Schedule 1 Principal hazard management plan

that is high risk -for air quality, dust or other airborne contaminants
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WHS MPS determining if silica is a ‘hazard ADANGER

Mine operators must also determine if silica is a hazard under WHS (MPS) s89 '

#

The answer to this question will determine if your site needs to undertake annual exposure

monitoring of workers under WHS MPS Regs s89.

The way some organisations determine the hazard is by a qualitative assessment of Silica Dust Hazard!

data for the site. The hygienist would consider these things: Exposure to crystalline

. . - - . silica dust can cause
o Petrograph analysis to determine silica content (>1% silica, a hazard exists) cancer or silicosis.

Avoid breathing dust.

o Exposure time of workers
o Quarrying methods used
o Dust sampling results (from s50 WHS Regulation)

SILICA

Note: even if exposure monitoring indicates a low concentration, it may still be a hazard you
need to manage. DUSTHAZARD

A competent occupational hygienist needs to interpret the results using the methodology
outlined in the TRG: Monitoring and control of worker exposure to airborne dust.

Silica Dust
Hazard.

Wear full face respirator.

Invisible hazard may cause
severe respiratory ilness.

If you have identified high risk silica processing at your site (as per previous slide)
then it is g hazard.

9
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WHS Regs and WHS (MPS) Regulations - determinations using the decision tool
Scenario: Sand dredge
Material -river sand. Silica content 60-70% Activities -dredging, washing and loading sand
Work hours -8hrs/day, 5 days per week Previous monitoring -results show very low silica
Result .
Legislation |Questions esu Details Answer for this scenario
[Yes [ No)
WHSR =50 H_asqworkplace air monitoring been undertaken at the Yes To establish concentration of RD, RCS and INH where there is uncertainty. Yes - Results indicate nil RCS, low RD
site’
. i i All product material used and introduced to site should be tested to determine the silica
Has the site undertaken analysis to determine content i i . A . i i .
. . i Yes content as a weight/weight concentration. The results of this testing is then used to determine |Yes - testing of all materials completed
of silica? (e.g. Petrographic analysis?) . . . . - .
if a site processes a CS5, and if the processing of C55 is High Risk.
VWHSR 5294 Does the site use any material thatis classified as a Ves ACSS is a material which contains >1% silica determined as a w/w concentration. Yes - river sand silica percentage of materials at site
C55 substance? are 60-70% w/w
Yes - the sited dertak i
. . Select Yes if the site undertakes quarrying processes, AND the material testing (Petrographic) & _e sltecoes L:m eriake quarr_ymg processes
WHSR 529A  |Does the site undertake processing of a C55? Yes o i i . (washing and loading), and the silica percentage of
results indicate the material contains >1% silica as wiw?
materials at site are 60-70% w/w.
Need to consider the following (with Hygienist). Consider WITHOUT use of controls or RPE
Is processing of CSS high risk’? What is silica content of material 60-70% Decision Result = HIGH
What are hours of exposure per r_ncunth_ —— 160hrs/mth workers exposed 8hrs/day, 3 days/week to silica >30%
WHSR 529CA  |"The processing of a CSS thatis reasonably likely to Yes Do workers also works at other sites with silica* No monitoring results are low, but only two samples have
. . Is exposure (air monitoring) data available? Yes ) .
resultin a risk to the health of a person at the been taken (not representative of day in day out
" Number of personal samples taken 2 .
workplace". Z circumstances).
Highest measured silica concentration (mg/m”) 0.001
Any previous lung dust disease cases for the site? Mo

10
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WHS Regs and WHS (MPS) Regulations - actions using decision tool

Scenario: Sand dredge

Material -river sand. Silica content 60-70%

Work hours -8hrs/day, 5 days per week

Wik
NSW

GOVERNMENT

Activities -dredging, washing and loading sand

Previous monitoring -results show very low silica

Result

Legislation Questions Details Answer for this scenario
(Yes / No)
If airborne contaminants are identified as a principal hazard, AND high risk C35 process is
Are Airb Contami t icered a Principal occurring, we need to make sure the site has this documented in AC PHMP or S3M3.
6 |WHS(MPS)Rs27 |0 IoomeLontaminants considered a Frincipa Yes 8 _ : Yes, site has an AC PHMCP
Hazard at the site? If Yes - For T1 & T2 quarries refer to Q7. For T3 quarries refer Q8.
If No - enter NA
B Does the Airborne Contaminants PHMP need to v Required when processing is High Risk at sites which have an Airborne Contaminants PHMP  |Yes required, processes (washing/loading) are High
include silica control components as per 329CB7 & (i.e. applies to T2 and T3 quarries) Risk
For Tier 3 ies, does the Site Safety M t Required when a T3 quarry is processing C35 which is High Risk. e.g. Risk Assessment which
5 [WHSR 329CB or |er_ quarries t_j?s @ Slte sajely Managemen Yes . i , ry- _p . . 8 & Yes required, process is High Risk
System incorporate silica control components? (e.g. incorporates the 3W NSW Silica Risk Control Plan template.
9 [WHSR529CD Is training of workers required? Yes Required when processing of C35 is High Risk Yes required, process is High Risk
10 |WHSR 529CE Is monitoring in accordance with s50 required? Yes Required if C35 processing is High Risk (if not already undertaken). Yes required, process is High Risk
Previous results indicate RCS <detection Llimit, therefore
Has RCS been identified 'h d' based on WHSR ili i ifi i
11 [WHs(MPS)sgg | oo oo cer TG as A azard haseton Yes |[Silica s identified as a "hazard" if monitoring results are > half of WES silica was nat identifiad as a hazard, howaver, it has
530 air monitoring? been determiend to be be High Risk, so itis now
automatically a "hazard".
WHS({MP3)R s89
12 (MPSR 5 Is ongoing monitoring of RCS required? Yes If C35 processing is High Risk, OR Silica is a Hazard at site. Yes required
/Schedule
13 |WHS(MPS)s89 |ls a Licenced dust sampling provider required? Yes Required for sampling when Silica has been identified as a "hazard" Yes required
- PR
14 WWHSR 368 / ::sstsi'letherea_ du-ty :j P;U?l:ij:l?ihh n_'|0r'||tt_:|r|rj|fgf. (i v Health monitoring of workers (chest x-ray, spirometry etc) is required if processing of a CSSis v e
WHS3R 529CE processing s nigh ris therels a significant & high risk, OR there is a 'significant risk’ to health from silica at the site. es require

risk to health)
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WHS Regs and WHS (MPS) Regulations - determinations using the decision tool

Scenario: Multiple borrow pits (stockpiles)

Material -agrellite. Silica content 40%

Work hours -8hrs/day, 1 days per month

Wik
NSW

GOVERNMENT

Activities -load out of stockpile (no active drill, blast, crush, screen)

Previous monitoring -results show very low silica

Result .
Legislation Questions esd Details Answer for this scenario
[Yes / No)
WHSR s50 I-:1as u_'.rtj;kplace air monitoring been undertaken at Yes To establish concentration of RD, RCS and INH where there is uncertainty. Yes - Results indicate nil RCS, low RD
the site?
All product material used and introduced to site should be tested to determine the silica
Has the site undertaken analysis to determine i i i . L . . .
N i i Yes content as a weight/weight concentration. The results of this testing is then used to determine | Yes - testing of all materials completed
content of silica? (e.g. Petrographic analysis?) . . . X L .
if a site processes a C55, and if the processing of C35 is High Risk.
VWHSR 5294 Does the site use any material that is classified as Yes ACSS is a material which contains >1% silica determined as a w/w concentration. Yes - argellite silica percentage of materials at
a C33 substance? site are 40% w/w
Yes - the site does undertake quarrying
Select Yes if the site undertakes quarrying processes, AND the material testing (Petrographic load out with loader / tor &
WHSR 5294 Does the site undertake processing of a G557 Yes o . q . ying p . el graphic) |processes (loa _G_u WIth toader fextava fjr
results indicate the material contains »1% silica as wiw? truck), and the silica percentage of materials at
site are 40% wiw.
Need t ider the followi ith Hygienist). Consider WITHOUT f control RPE
WT_lE‘ _ o Tnm ert P; l‘.; ov:mg {Lwl ygienist). Consider use od;t: rols or Decision Result = LOW
atis silica content of materia 0
Is processing of C33 'high risk'? The workers only work at ONE site, for 8hrs
What are hours of exposure per month 8hrs/mth .
5 n ] s ot other <it R N during the month
oworkers also works at other sites with silica? 0
WHSR 529CA  |"The processing of a C55 that is reasonably likely Mo - — - This assessment only relates to the processing
. X |s exposure (air monitoring) data available? Yes . ) )
toresultin a risk to the health of a person at the activities of loading out. A Seperate assessment
. Mumber of personal samples taken 2 ) _ i ) .
workplace”. - — - 3 s required for Blasting activities (drill, blast,
Highest measured silica concentration {mg/m”~) 0.001 ) )
- - - crushing, screening) when they are undertaken.
Any previous lung dust disease cases for the site? MNo

12
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WHS Regs and WHS (MPS) Regulations - actions using decision tool

Scenario: Multiple borrow pits (stockpiles)

Material -agrellite. Silica content 40%

Work hours -8hrs/day, 1 day per month

Wik
NSW

GOVERNMENT

Activities -load out of stockpile (no active drill, blast, crush, screen)

Previous monitoring -results show very low silica

Result .
Legislation Questions est Details Answer for this scenario
[Yes /No)
If airborne contaminants are identified as a principal hazard, AND high risk C35 process is
6 |WHSIMPSIR s27 Are Airborne Contaminants considered a NA occurring, we need to make sure the site has this documented in AC PHMP or S5MS. No. site d ‘h AC PHMCP
t Rs Principal Hazard at the site? If Yes - For T1 & T2 quarries refer to Q7. For T3 quarries refer Q8. o: stie coes notnavean
If No - enter NA
Does the Airb Contaminants PHMP dt Required when processing is High Risk at sites which have an Airborne Contaminants PHMP
7 |WHSR 529CB i oes e_ !r orneLontaminants needro Mo . i . P 8 _g Mot required, processes are not High Risk
include silica control components as per 529CB? (i.e. applies to T2 and T3 quarries)
For Tier 3 quarries, does the Site Safety
M t System i te sili trol Required when a T3 quarry is processing CSS which is High Risk. e.g. Risk Assessment which
8 |WHSR 529CB anagement Jystem lr'lccl_rpnr_a_e *! fc_a cc:r_'l o No . : “ w_ -p i 8 8 8 Mot required, processes are not High Risk
components? (e.g. SWA Simplified Silica Risk incorporates the SW NSW Silica Risk Control Plan template.
Control Plan template)
9 |WHSR 529CD Is training of workers required? Mo Required when processing of CS5 is High Risk Mot required, processes are not High Risk
10 |WHSR 529CE Is monitoring in accordance with 530 required? Mo Required if CSS processing is High Risk (if not already undertaken). Mot required, processes are not High Risk
Has RCS b i dentified h J based Previous resulis indicate RCS <detection limit,
11 |WHS({MP3)s89 as ee:n : en_l IE_i as @ nazard based on Mo Silica is identified as a "hazard" if monitoring results are > half of WES therefore silica was not identified as a hazard,
WHSR s50 air monitoring? ) i i
and the process is not High Risk
WHS({MP3)R =89
12 /s ht dul }6 s Is ongoing monitoring of RCS required? Mo If C35 processing is High Risk, OR Silica is a Hazard at site. Mot required
chedule
13 |WHS(MPS5)s89  |lIs a Licenced dust sampling provider required? MNo Required for sampling when Silica has been identified as a "hazard" Mot required
i itoring?
14 WHSR 368 / Iitggsthere @ d%m'f I_D Eto:cﬂ-e:;a;t:mnr_ﬂmrmg. N Health monitoring of workers (chest x-ray, spirometry etc) is required if processing of a CSSis Nt irexd
WHSR 529CE i processing Is nignris fherelsa © high risk, OR there is a 'significant risk' to health from silica at the site. otrequire

significant risk to health)
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WHS & MPS Regulations-how does it fit together?y”“s"m

The WHS and WHS MPS Regulations work together, and both have to be complied with:

Work Health and Safety

Work Health and Safety Regulation 2025 (Mines and Petroleum Sites) Regulation 2022

Chapter 8A 50 Monitor ; s89 Sampling and analysis of airborne dust
Crystalline silica S onitoring © - if silica is a hazard — requirement for annual sampling
_to determine CSS airborne contaminant
material, processing CSS, levels
high risk CSS processing, -to determine concentration
controls. training & compared to exposure Schedule 6 Sampling airborne dust at mines
monitoring of workers standard OR to determine risk -defines methodology, frequency and workers to sampled
to health, i.e. to identify a s153 Licensed activities
Hazard

-defines licence requirements for sampling

s529CB Silica risk

control plan
_for procfssmg of CSS Schedule 1 Principal hazard management plan

that is high risk -for air quality, dust or other airborne contaminants

14
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WHS & WHS MPS monitoring obligations

Personal exposure monitoring:

= Required for processing of CSS that is high risk, as per WHS Reg s529CE and s50.

= Required annually if RCS is identified as a hazard, as per s89 WHS (MPS) Reg
Schedule 6, using a licensed provider

List of Licenced providers

AlOH has the following useful resources:

Remember -real time
monitors CAN NOT
be used to do this

monitoring

& AN

What do | need to know How do I find an expert in
about air monitoring? silica?

www.aioh.org.au/resources/silica-resource-hub

15
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WHS & WHS MPS monitoring obligations

Personal exposure monitoring:

NSW

GOVERNMENT

= Required annually if RCS is identified as a hazard, as per s89 WHS (MPS) Reg
Schedule 6, using a licensed provider

Scenario:
What if | have several small sites that are only worked intermittently? Does each
site need to be monitored on annual basis?

Regulator Position:
If you have many small sites, which are worked infrequently, and the same
equipment is used (transported from site to site)........

You only need to monitor the workers at ONE site, per year.

Choose the site which has the highest silica exposure risk, then the next year,
undertake monitoring at the site with the next highest risk, and so on.

16
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WHS & WHS MPS silica monitoring obligations

Personal exposure monitoring:

What do the results mean?

Results are in mg/m3and can be compared to the current Workplace Exposure Standard of 0.05mg/m3
But...... on December 15t 2026, the exposure standard is likely to be halved, to 0.025mg/m?3

What should you do to prepare?

= Start looking at your results NOW.

= Undertake an investigation for any results that are >0.025mg/m3 to see why the levels were high and if further
controls can be implemented.

What if you have an exceedance of the exposure standard?

= Investigate the cause and Review the control measures in place and in your Control Plans. Implement or adjust

controls.
= Report the exceedance to the Regulator via the Portal
ir - . [ ] Medical treatment injury
= Re-test to see if implemented controls are working ittt . I
e T sonu —— igh potential incident
i=Safety and Health Reporting + Y :D % : [] Event atamine rescue station
Current Incidents Past Incidents Health Report * Relevant clauses of the regulations

® WHS(MPS) Reg 2022 5 124(5)(s) 17
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WHS & WHS MPS silica monitoring obligations

Health monitoring:

GOVERNMENT

What is it?

o . : . . Request an
Monitoring worker health using lung function tests, e.g. spirometry, respiratory @7 appointment
exam and CheSt X‘ray If you have worked in a dusty

Work related dust o
diseases

When do | need to do it?

= Required for Workers who conduct processing of CSS that is high risk, as per
WHS Reg s529CE.

= Required if there is a significant risk of Worker exposure to RCS, as per WHS Reg
368 & Schedule 14.

Decision Point: if your site has workers conducting high risk silica processing
activities, you must have health monitoring.

www.icare.nsw.gov.au

[Play Lung Bus YouTube clip: https://youtu.be/PCS87ZxSclsc |

18
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WHS & WHS MPS silica monitoring obligations

Health monitoring:

How many cases of silicosis in metal mines and quarries?

SILICOSIS

10 cases
silicosis

Since 2022

6 from quarry industry




Mot Wik
WHS & WHS MPS silica monitoring obligations

Health monitoring:

Do | need a health control plan? Silica worker register (SWR) notification

The SWR requires relevant employers to register all workers undertaking high-risk silica
processing activities.

All Tier 1 and 2 quarry sites must have a health control plan:

The health control plan must address dust and other airborne Register your workers

contaminant exposures, as per Schedule 2 of the WHS (MPS)

Regulation.

= the plan must outline the control measures to manage the risks of : : :
the health hazards (silica), and All workers doing high risk

silica work need to be

= the arrangement for health monitoring of workers due to exposure registered on the SafeWork
to a hazardous chemicals (silica), as per WHS Regulation s368 and Silica Worker Register
Schedule 14

SafeWork NSW website link: www.safework.nsw.gov.au/notify-safework/silica-worker-register-notification

20


https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/notify-safework/silica-worker-register-notification
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/notify-safework/silica-worker-register-notification
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https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/notify-safework/silica-worker-register-notification
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https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/notify-safework/silica-worker-register-notification
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The WHS and WHS MPS Regulations work together, and both have to be complied with:

Work Health and Safety

Work Health and Safety Regulation 2025 (Mines and Petroleum Sites) Regulation 2022

Chapter 8A 50 Monitor ; s89 Sampling and analysis of airborne dust
Crystalline silica S onitoring © - if silica is a hazard — requirement for annual sampling
_to determine CSS airborne contaminant
material, processing CSS, levels
high risk CSS processing, -to determine concentration
controls, training & compared to exposure Schedule 6 Sampling airborne dust at mines
monitoring of workers standard OR to determine risk -defines methodology, frequency and workers to sampled
to health, i.e. to identify a s153 Licensed activities
Hazard

-defines licence requirements for sampling

s529CB Silica risk

control plan
_for procfssmg of CSS Schedule 1 Principal hazard management plan

that is high risk -for air quality, dust or other airborne contaminants

21
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WHS control plan for silica-do | need one?

Principal hazard management plans (Tier 1 & 2 sites)

All Tier 1 and 2 quarry sites need to have a principal hazard management plan for airborne contaminants:

= Airborne contaminants PHMP must be developed for the types of dust and other contaminants likely to be in the air, as
per s4 and Schedule 1 of the WHS (MPS) Regulation.

= The airborne contaminants PHMP must outline the control measures to manage the risks of the airborne contaminant
hazards

Note: If your site has not identified dust and other airborne contaminants as a hazard.... BUT you carry out high-risk CSS
processing then you need to have a silica risk control plan.

What do you need to add to your AQ PHMP to meet requirements for WHS silica regulations?
The silica regulations require you to develop a silica risk control plan, but your AQ PHMP will suffice if you have:
= identified all tasks and processes at the site that meet the definition of a CSS process (as per s529A)

= identified all high-risk CSS processing tasks and activities as per s529CA, and include the risk assessment used to
determine the high-risk CSS processing activities

= described the control measures used for each CSS processing activity and high-risk CSS processing activity

= detailed how each control measure will be implemented, monitored and reviewed. 22
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WHS control plan for silica-do | need one?

What about Tier 3 sites?

All Tier 3 quarry sites need to have a simplified silica risk control plan:

The systems, procedures, plans and other control measures already in place at your site Fact sheet
must be modified to:

January 2025

I:> I n Clu d e th e rl S k Of C rySta lll n e S | llca Preventing worker exposure to respirable crystalline silica

The Wi

prai

= identify all high-risk CSS processing activities at the site -

WHS Regulation.

ed to do to comply with the crystalline silica

What are the WHS crystalline silica Regulations?

= include the risk assessments used to determine what activities are high risk

+ determine if processing a crystalline silica substance (CSS) is undertaken by workers at the
workplace

= document the control measures that will be used to control risk (including how they will o A L
be implemented, monitored and reviewed). o

+ conduct worker exposure and health manitaring.

What Is a crystalline silica substance? A CSS is any material that contains at least 1% crystalline
silica, determined as a weight/weight concentration

This document needs to be easy to understand and accessible for the people that will use it

ing a CSS? means any of the following:

ry 10 crush, cut, grind, trim, sand, abrasive polish or drill 2 CSS.

xcavate material that is a CSS.

Silica risk control plan template

silica risk control plan Q

Guidance
Crystalline silica risk control plan template H .
Example crystalline silica risk control plan template. m ate r I a l Fa Ct S h eet l.l n k

Find out more  —» &  Copylink (<] Email link

23



https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1324479/Crystalline-silica-risk-control-plan-template.pdf
https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-01/fact-sheet-position-paper-crystalline-silica-tier-3-quarries.pdf
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WHS silica exposure control
Respiratory protection - reminder

GOVERNMENT

As per WHS requirements, all workers wearing tight-fitting RPE must:

* be clean shaven (where the sealing area of the mask contacts the skin)
« undertake and PASS a fit-test (recommended annually)

Visit the Resp Fit website for more information

Inspectors will be actively looking at RPE use during site inspections to check regulatory compliance.

24


https://respfit.org.au/
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Key take-home message

What you need to do?

« Determine if your site has crystalline silica substances and the risk
to workers.

 Determine what monitoring you need to do for your workers
(hygiene and health monitoring).

« Control silica exposure at your site (through management plans

silica control plans). W ha.‘.

* Train your workers in the silica risks and controls. TE)DO

25
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Where to find help?

Resources list:

WHS Regulation 2025
WHS (Mines & Petroleum) Regulation 2022

Working with crystalline silica substances-Guidance for PCBUs -Safe Work Australia, July 2024

Silica Resource Hub -AIOH (Australian Institute of Occupational Hygienists)

Licenced airborne dust sampling & analysis providers -Resources Regulator Portal
iCare NSW -website
Silica Worker Register (SWR) Notification -SafeWork NSW

Silica risk control plan template -SafeWork NSW

Fact sheet: Tier 3 Quarries preventing worker exposure to respirable crystalline silica-Resources Regulator, January 2025

Position paper: Regulatory approach to crystalline silica Regulation April 2025 -Resources Regulator, April 2025

Resp Fit -website, AIOH

Fact sheet: Facial hair and respiratory protective equipment -Resources Regulator, March 2024
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https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/2025-08-22/sl-2025-0440?query=((Repealed%3DN+AND+PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250903000000))+OR+(Repealed%3DN+AND+(PrintType%3D%22epi.reprint%22+OR+PrintType%3D%22epi.electronic%22)+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250903000000)))+AND+Content%3D(%22WHS%22)+AND+Year%3D2025&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ERegulations%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EEPIs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EAll+Content%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Exact+Phrase%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EWHS+%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Year%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3E2025%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3E03%2F09%2F2025%3C%2Fspan%3E%22
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2022-0509
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-08/working-with-crystalline-silica-substances-guidance_aug2024.pdf
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-08/working-with-crystalline-silica-substances-guidance_aug2024.pdf
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-08/working-with-crystalline-silica-substances-guidance_aug2024.pdf
https://www.aioh.org.au/resources/silica-resource-hub/
https://nswresourcesregulator.service-now.com/regulator?id=public_data_list&filter_name=licensed%20activities&spa=1
http://www.icare.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/notify-safework/silica-worker-register-notification
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1324479/Crystalline-silica-risk-control-plan-template.pdf
https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-01/fact-sheet-position-paper-crystalline-silica-tier-3-quarries.pdf
https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-04/position-paper-regulatory-approach-to-crystalline-silica-regulation-april-2025.pdf
https://respfit.org.au/
https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-04/fact-sheet-facial-hair-and-respiratory-protective-equipment.pdf
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Thank you
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