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Form PEL1: Competive selection application for a petroleum exploration licence 
May 2026

Competitive selection application for a petroleum exploration licence 
Form PEL1, Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991
When to use this form
Complete this form if you are applying for the competitive selection for the grant of a petroleum exploration licence under the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 in NSW. 
This form is an approved form under s 11 of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act for the purposes of section 8 of the Act. 
Important notes
If there is insufficient room in any of the fields in this form, please provide the additional information as an attachment submitted with this form.
Any reference to the ‘department’ in this form, refers to the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development. 
[bookmark: _Hlk178860496]Privacy statement 
[bookmark: _Hlk178860351]View the department’s privacy statement on how information in this application will be used.
How to lodge 
You can lodge your application (this form and any attachments) in the following ways:
By email: competitiverelease.petroleum@dpird.nsw.gov.au 
By mail: NSW Resources, Assessments and Systems, PO Box 344, Hunter Region Mail Centre NSW, 2310.
In person:  516 High Street, Maitland, NSW, 2320 business days, between 9.30am and 4.30pm. 
Lodgement of your application in any of the above ways is taken to be lodgement with the Secretary under the Act.



Further information and assistance 
For further guidance to assist you in preparing your application, please visit the department’s website, where you will find information on any current invitation for competitive selection applications for petroleum exploration licences over a specified area.
For help with lodging this application, or for more information about petroleum titles under the Act in NSW contact:  
NSW Resources – Assessments and Systems
Phone: +61 2 4063 6600 (8.30am – 4.30pm on business days)
Email: competitiverelease.petroleum@dpird.nsw.gov.au

Application details
Invitation for competitive selection
An application for a petroleum exploration licence must be lodged in accordance with an invitation for competitive selection.
[bookmark: Check218]|_|    I confirm that that I am lodging a competitive selection application for the grant of a petroleum exploration licence.
By making this application, the applicant acknowledges that a competitive selection process does not guarantee that a petroleum exploration licence will be granted to it, or to any other application. 
Term for which licence is sought
The maximum term for a petroleum exploration licence is 6 years. 
	Term being sought

	Years sought
	[bookmark: Text34]      


[bookmark: _Ref127456003][bookmark: _Hlk193889523][bookmark: _Ref127455579][bookmark: _Ref127455686]Native title obligations
Read the following web page on Native title and the administration of exploration and mining legislation in New South Wales for more information.
[bookmark: _Ref216349964]Identify how you wish for the native title obligations under the Commonwealth’s Native Title Act 1993 to be addressed?
|_|     I wish to apply for a standard licence that restricts prospecting to land where native title has been extinguished unless further Minister’s consent is granted to prospect on land where native title is not extinguished.  
[bookmark: Check189]|_|	I have attached proof that native title has been extinguished.
[bookmark: Check190]|_|	I will provide proof that native title has been extinguished prior to granting the petroleum exploration licence. 
[bookmark: Check191]|_|	I wish to undertake the Right to Negotiate process, before the grant of the petroleum exploration licence.
[bookmark: Check192]|_|	I wish to commence an alternate process provided for in the Native Title Act 1993 (Commonwealth), and I will attach details of the alternate regime proposed. 
[bookmark: Check193]|_|	I wish to apply for a low-impact licence. 
Financial capability and resources 
Applicants for a petroleum exploration licence must demonstrate they have the financial capability to carry out the proposed work program and meet the petroleum prospecting Minimum Standards relating to financial capability.


Is any applicant bankrupt or a body corporate that is subject to a scheme of arrangement, receivership, winding up or other external administration?
[bookmark: Check175][bookmark: Check176]|_| 	Yes   |_|   No 
[bookmark: _Ref128477259]Access to capital and financial resources
You must be able to answer yes to at least one of the following 2 questions:
A. Does at least one applicant have the capital or ability to raise capital to meet expenditure and committed objectives for the entire work program, including:
has sufficient capital available over the term of the petroleum title to meet the forecast expenditure and committed objectives of the entire work program 
is subject to an agreement with a third party for the provision of finance to meet the forecast expenditure and committed objectives of the entire proposed work program (e.g. a deed), or
has board members or corporate officers that have successfully raised capital in the past for similar exploration programs in NSW or other jurisdictions? 
[bookmark: Check177][bookmark: Check178]|_|    Yes   |_|    No 
B. 	Does at least one applicant have the finance to meet all existing financial and regulatory commitments for the duration of the proposed work program, including: 
[bookmark: _Hlk128073549]all titles or other permits the applicant or parent company or related subsidiary is a registered holder 
the annual expenditure and fees of the approved petroleum titles 
the annual expenditure and fees for all activities committed by the applicants in New South Wales and other Australian jurisdictions 
reporting commitments, environmental management, rehabilitation and community consultation require? 
|_|    Yes   |_|    No 
[bookmark: _Ref216349993]Evidence of financial capability 
An application for a petroleum exploration licence must be accompanied by evidence of the financial capability of the applicant/s.
|_|    	I have attached supporting evidence of the financial capability of the applicant/s. 
[bookmark: _Ref216350057][bookmark: _Ref127455954]Statement of compliance and corporate history 
[bookmark: _Hlk128482147]You must provide a statement of compliance and corporate history form completed by each applicant/s. 
|_|    	I have attached a completed statement of the compliance and corporate history form for each applicant. 


[bookmark: _Ref127455994]Proposed work program
Applications for the grant of a petroleum exploration licence must be accompanied by a work program for the proposed term of the petroleum exploration licence. The work program supporting the application must meet the petroleum prospecting Minimum Standards. You can attach a work program by using the Petroleum title work program form in either a fillable pdf or a fillable Word form.
|_|	I have attached a Petroleum title work program form. 
Party details
[bookmark: _Ref184725197]Applicant/s details
To be eligible to hold a petroleum title, each applicant must be a person 18 years of age or older, or a company eligible to undertake business in NSW. If the applicant/s is a foreign entity, provide proof that the applicant/s is authorised to operate and carry out business in NSW. 
Tick the box below if the applicant was a holder of an expunged application listed under Section 3 of Schedule 2 of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991.
|_|  The applicant was the applicant under a former expunged application as understood under Schedule 2 to the Act.
	1st Applicant details

	Name
	     

	
	[bookmark: Check34]|_|  This is an individual and is at least 18 years old.

	Contact phone
	     

	Contact email
	[bookmark: Text19]     

	ACN / ARBN
	[bookmark: Text20]     

	Street address (Registered street address for a company)
	[bookmark: Text21]     

	Postal address
	|_|  Same as above

	
	Enter here if different



	2nd Applicant details

	Name
	     

	
	|_|  This is an individual and is at least 18 years old.

	Contact phone
	     

	Contact email
	     

	ACN / ARBN
	     

	Street address (Registered street address for a company)
	     

	Postal address
	|_|  Same as above

	
	Enter here if different



	3rd Applicant details

	Name
	     

	
	|_|  This is an individual and is at least 18 years old.

	Contact phone
	     

	Contact email
	     

	ACN / ARBN
	     

	Street address (Registered street address for a company)
	     

	Postal address
	|_|  Same as above

	
	Enter here if different


[bookmark: Check220]|_| I have attached details of additional applicant/s for applications with more than 3 applicants. 
Contact for this application and service
Any correspondence, notices or documents in relation to this application and any subsequent petroleum title will be sent to this person, including documents that the department is required to serve. 
	Details

	Contact name
	[bookmark: Text190]     

	Position held
	[bookmark: Text191]     

	Company
	[bookmark: Text192]     

	Postal address
	[bookmark: Text193]     

	Phone (incl area code)
	     

	Mobile
	     

	Email (required)
	     

	Email for service of any correspondence, notices or documents (required)
	     


The department will contact you and serve documents related to your application and any subsequent petroleum title via the email address specified above. 
Your preferred contact method
If you would also like a copy of documents to be sent to you by mail to the postal address indicated above, please check the box below. 
|_|	I request that copies of documents and communications are also sent to me by mail. 
[bookmark: _Ref127455931]Technical capability
An application for a petroleum exploration licence must be accompanied by evidence of the technical qualifications of the applicant and of the applicant’s technical advisers.
Each applicant must also demonstrate that it has the technical capability to carry out the proposed work program. In accordance with the petroleum prospecting Minimum Standards, a key requirement for demonstrating this technical capability is by appointing an appropriate technical manager. The technical manager may be appointed jointly by applicants for a petroleum exploration licence.
[bookmark: _Ref187319668]Technical manager
You can attach the required evidence and information about your technical manager by completing the form Template for technical managers.
|_|	I have attached the completed form Template for technical managers. 
[bookmark: _Ref190268603]Authorised agent
If this application is being lodged by an agent on behalf of the applicant/s, you must provide evidence that the agent has the authority to act on behalf of the applicant/s. 
	Agent details

	Name
	     

	Position/title
	     

	Company
	     

	Postal address
	     

	Phone (incl area code)
	     

	Mobile
	     

	Email
	     

	Evidence of appointment
	|_|    I have attached evidence of appointment.


[bookmark: _Ref127456018]


Application area
[bookmark: _Ref127456033]Proposed exploration area
Your proposed exploration area must be wholly within the specified area of land outlined in the invitation for competitive selection applications for a petroleum exploration licence. For more information about the areas of land that can be explored, refer to information available on the department’s website. 
|_|	I confirm that the proposed exploration area is within the specified area of land outlined in the invitation for competitive selection. 
[bookmark: _Ref216350155]Proposed exploration area plan
An application for a petroleum exploration licence must be accompanied by a map or plan. The map or plan must:
delineate the alignment of the boundaries of the proposed application area in relation to the Graticular Reference Grid (see NSW Block Identification Index Map 2016)
be in electronic format
use an appropriate scale to display the proposed application area.
|_|	I have attached a plan showing the proposed application area.
Proposed exploration area description
Identify the name of the 1:1,000,000 map sheet (e.g. Sydney), the block number references of the proposed exploration area. 
	Name of map sheet
	Block number

	     
	[bookmark: Text70]     

	     
	[bookmark: Text71]     

	     
	[bookmark: Text72]     

	[bookmark: Text55]     
	[bookmark: Text73]     

	[bookmark: Text56]     
	[bookmark: Text74]     

	[bookmark: Text57]     
	[bookmark: Text75]     

	[bookmark: Text58]     
	[bookmark: Text76]     

	[bookmark: Text59]     
	[bookmark: Text77]     

	[bookmark: Text60]     
	[bookmark: Text78]     


[bookmark: _Ref187319880]


Surface exceptions and depth restrictions of proposed exploration area
[bookmark: _Ref193205419]Depth of surface exception in metres
Indicate the area of surface and soil below the surface not applied for:
	[bookmark: _Hlk198822691]Depth of surface exception in metres

	|_|
	Whole area
	     
	Metres below surface

	|_|
	Part (must be shown on the standard map)
|_|     I have attached a map and/or a strata diagram to indicate part surface exceptions.

	|_|
	Various parts (must be shown on the standard map)
|_|     I have attached a map and/or a strata diagram to indicate various part surface exceptions.

	|_|
	Nil


[bookmark: _Ref187319888]Depth restriction sought in metres
Indicate the depth to which you require the licence to extend. 
	[bookmark: _Hlk198822706]Depth restriction sought

	|_|
	Whole area
	
	|_|  metres below surface
|_|  metres below AHD

	|_|
	Part (must be shown on the map)
|_|     I have attached a map and/or a strata diagram to indicate part depth restrictions.

	|_|
	Various parts (must be shown on the map)
|_|     I have attached a map and/or a strata diagram to indicate various depth restrictions.

	|_|
	Nil


[bookmark: _Ref191289104][bookmark: _Ref216343789][bookmark: _Ref127456094]Required information to be attached to this application 
Checklist of items to be included with this application
	Item
	
	Reference

	For native title only – Proof of extinguishment report or details on the alternate process 
	|_|
	Question 1.3.1

	Evidence of financial capability
	|_|
	Question 1.4.3

	Statement of compliance and corporate history form
	|_|
	Question 1.5

	Petroleum title work program form
	[bookmark: Check73]|_|
	Question 1.6

	For foreign entities only – Proof that the applicant/s is authorised to operate and carry out business in NSW
	[bookmark: Check112]|_|
	Question 2.1

	For applications with more than 3 applicants only – Details of additional applicant/s
	|_|
	Question 2.1

	Template for technical managers form 
	[bookmark: Check71]|_|
	Question 2.3.1

	For agents only – Evidence of appointment as agent
	|_|
	Question 2.4

	A map or plan of the proposed exploration area 
	|_|
	Question 3.2

	For part or various surface exceptions and/or depth restrictions only – A map or strata diagram 
	|_|
	Question 3.4.1 and 3.4.2

	For reserved lands only – Details of reserved lands within proposed exploration area 
	|_|
	Question 3.5.2

	For payments made by direct deposit only – Proof of payment
	|_|
	Question 5.2

	For applications with more than 3 applicants only – Declarations of additional applicant/s
	|_|
	Question 6.1


Have you lodged all the required information with this form?
[bookmark: Check167][bookmark: Check168]|_|    Yes    |_|    No 
If no, failure to supply the outstanding information within 10 days of lodging the application may be considered as grounds for refusing the application.
Fee payment
Fees and fee calculation
Application fee payment must accompany this application. 
To confirm the application fee amount please contact Assessments and Systems via competitiverelease.petroleum@dpird.nsw.gov.au or 02 4063 6600 prior to making payment and lodging this form.
[bookmark: _Ref187319945]Select your payment method
	Select
	Payment method

	|_|
	Direct deposit
Account name: 	Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development
BSB: 	032 001
Account number:	183837
Reference:	PELA [your company name or last name] (e.g. PELA Johnson)
If you are paying by direct deposit, attach a copy of the receipt issued by your banking authority as evidence that you have paid.

	|_|
	Credit card 
To pay by credit card, please email competitiverelease.petroleum@dpird.nsw.gov.au to notify the department and a customer service representative will contact you to arrange payment. Your credit card information is not stored on file. 



Review and declaration
[bookmark: _Ref193293589]Applicant/s (individuals/company) or agent authorised to act for the applicant/s 
Each applicant (or the authorised officer or agent) must complete the declaration below and sign this form.
(For companies and agents) I declare that I am authorised to complete and lodge this application.
I certify that the information provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. I understand under the Crimes Act 1900 NSW Part 5A, that knowingly or recklessly giving false or misleading information is a serious offence, and under the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 section 125D, any person who provides information that the person knows to be false or misleading is guilty of an offence, for which they may be subject to prosecution.
[bookmark: _Hlk198295748]I agree to notify the department immediately of any changes to the information in this form or the documents provided with this application.
I acknowledge that failure to provide all required information and documents may result in delays in processing the application or refusal of the application.
	1st Applicant or agent details

	Name
	[bookmark: Text134]     

	Position/title
	     

	Date
	[bookmark: Text136]     

	Signature
	
	2nd Applicant or agent details

	Name
	     

	Position/title
	     

	Date
	     

	Signature
	


	[bookmark: _Ref127453289]3rd Applicant or agent details

	Name
	     

	Position/title
	     

	Date
	     

	Signature
	

[bookmark: Check219]|_| I have attached declarations of additional applicant/s for applications with more than 3 applicants. 
[bookmark: _Hlk191474679]Next steps
Please refer to the front page for information on how to submit this form. 
	Office use only
Document control
Approved by: Executive Director, Assessments and Systems, NSW Resources, under delegation from the Minister administering the Petroleum (Onshore) Act.
	Date
	CM Reference 
	Supersedes

	May 2026
	D26/48682
	N/A






State of New South Wales through Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 2026. The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing (May 2026). However, because of advances in knowledge, users are reminded of the need to ensure that the information upon which they rely is up to date and to check the currency of the information with the appropriate officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 2026 or the user’s independent adviser.


[bookmark: _Hlk178859984]View the department’s privacy statement on how information in this application will be used:  www.resources.nsw.gov.au/privacy
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