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Fact sheet 

Application for a new mineral claim within the White 
Cliffs Mineral Claims District 
Follow the steps in this fact sheet if you wish to apply for a mineral claim in the White Cliffs Mineral 
Claims District. The information in this fact sheet is not intended to provide legal advice and is 
general in nature.  

How do I apply for a mineral claim? 

You will need to follow a two-stage process to apply for a new mineral claim in the White Cliffs 
Mineral Claims District. 

Stage 1 

1. Before you lodge the new application (WC2A), you will need to mark out your claim area: 

— Check with the office if the proposed mineral claim area requires a Permit to Enter and 
complete Form SST4: Application for a permit to enter land for purposes of a small-scale 
title if required.  

— Mark out the proposed mineral claim area and complete Form WC31: Mark out diagram (note: 
instructions on how to mark out the mineral claim and complete the diagram are in the form). 

— Complete the Mineral Claim possession notice and install this notice (affixed to a board or 
metal plate) on the northernmost post of the marked out claim and take a photograph of it.  

— Take photographs of proposed mineral claim area.  

2. Complete Form WC21 Landholder notice of proposed application for mineral claim within the 
White Cliffs Mineral Claims District, along with a map and take a copy of both to include with 
your mineral claim application. You will need to serve a copy of Form WC21 and a map on each 
affected landholder prior to making your application. 

3. Serve the completed Form WC21 and the map on the landholder(s) by mail or by delivering it in 
person to their address. 

4. Complete a right-of-way map, following the route of exisiting roads or tracks where practical.  

5. Complete Form SST28: Statement of corporate compliance, environmental performance history 
and financial capability. 

https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-11/lr4-sst4-application-for-a-permit-to-enter-land-for-purposes-of-a-SST.pdf
https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-11/lr4-sst4-application-for-a-permit-to-enter-land-for-purposes-of-a-SST.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2FWC31-mark-out-diagram-mineral-claim-white-cliffs-fillable-word.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-11/mineral-claim-possession-notice.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2FWC21-landholder-notice-application-mineral-claim-white-cliffs-fillable-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2FWC21-landholder-notice-application-mineral-claim-white-cliffs-fillable-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2FWC21-landholder-notice-application-mineral-claim-white-cliffs-fillable-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fsst28-applicant-statement-of-corporate-compliance-fillable-form.DOCX&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fsst28-applicant-statement-of-corporate-compliance-fillable-form.DOCX&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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6. Complete Form WC2A Application for a mineral claim within the White Cliffs Mineral Claims 
District. 

7. Submit your application to the Lightning Ridge Office with: 

— your photographs of the possession notice, the marked-out claim and any disturbances of the 
application area 

— a copy of Form WC21 and the map sent to the landholder(s) 

— Form WC2A completed as much as possible  

— completed Form SST28 

— Mineral claim mark-out diagram (Form WC31) 

— a right-of-way map 

— your proof of identity documents for verification by staff. Please ensure details in this match 
the details in Form WC2A (e.g. name and address). 

8. Pay the application fee.  

9. Staff will review your application and advise if any documents or information are missing or need 
amending. 

10. Staff will provide a copy of Form WC23 Notification of intention to exercise rights under a small-
scale title, a map of the claim area, and Form WC23B to assist you in completing the next steps. 

Stage 2 
11. Complete Form WC23, include the map of the proposed mineral claim area and retain a copy of 

both to include with Form WC23B: Evidence of notification of intention to exercise rights under a 
small-scale title. 

12. Send the original Form WC23 and map to the landholder(s) via registered post and retain proof 
of postage (i.e. registered post receipt).  

13. Complete Form WC23B and provide the following to the Lightning Ridge office (either in person 
or via email):  

— completed Form WC23B to declare you have given notice of your intention to exercise rights 
under the mineral claim.  

— a copy of the completed Form WC23 and map you sent to the landholder(s)  

— the registered post receipt proving you posted Form WC23 and map to the landholder(s) 

Note: Unless a delivery receipt is obtained, the department will only progress your application 7 
working days after Form WC23: Notice of intention to exercise rights and map have been posted to 
the landholder(s).  

What happens after I have lodged my application? 

Once a completed application has been received, the department will review the documentation and 
assess the mineral claim. As part of the assessment, you will be issued a Notice of Proposed 
Decision.  

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fwc2a-application-for-a-mineral-claim-white-cliffs-fillable-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fwc2a-application-for-a-mineral-claim-white-cliffs-fillable-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2FWC21-landholder-notice-application-mineral-claim-white-cliffs-fillable-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fwc2a-application-for-a-mineral-claim-white-cliffs-fillable-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fsst28-applicant-statement-of-corporate-compliance-fillable-form.DOCX&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2FWC31-mark-out-diagram-mineral-claim-white-cliffs-fillable-word.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fwc2a-application-for-a-mineral-claim-white-cliffs-fillable-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fwc23-notice-of-intention-to-exercise-rights-white-cliffs-fillable-form.DOCX&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fwc23-notice-of-intention-to-exercise-rights-white-cliffs-fillable-form.DOCX&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2FWC23B-applicant-declaration-landholder-notice-intention-exercise-rights-fillable-word.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fwc23-notice-of-intention-to-exercise-rights-white-cliffs-fillable-form.DOCX&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2FWC23B-applicant-declaration-landholder-notice-intention-exercise-rights-fillable-word.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2FWC23B-applicant-declaration-landholder-notice-intention-exercise-rights-fillable-word.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fwc23-notice-of-intention-to-exercise-rights-white-cliffs-fillable-form.DOCX&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2FWC23B-applicant-declaration-landholder-notice-intention-exercise-rights-fillable-word.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2FWC23B-applicant-declaration-landholder-notice-intention-exercise-rights-fillable-word.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fwc23-notice-of-intention-to-exercise-rights-white-cliffs-fillable-form.DOCX&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fwc23-notice-of-intention-to-exercise-rights-white-cliffs-fillable-form.DOCX&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.resources.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fwc23-notice-of-intention-to-exercise-rights-white-cliffs-fillable-form.DOCX&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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The Notice of Proposed Decision outlines:  

• the proposed decision regarding the mineral claim  

• a draft mineral claim certificate (if the decision is for the mineral claim to be granted) 

• details of any outstanding fees, levies and landholder compensation that must be paid before a 
final decision is made.  

Means to make payment of any additional fees will be outlined in the Notice of Proposed Decision.  

If the application is granted, the new mineral claim renewal certificate will be emailed to your 
nominated email address, posted, or made available for collection at the office.  

Tags with the mineral claim number will also be made available for collection at the office or posted 
to you. These will need to be placed on each corner post of your marked out mineral claim.  

Can I start mining once my mineral claim is granted? 

The Work Health and Safety (Mines and Petroleum Sites) Regulation 2022 sets out safety training 
requirements for mineral claim holders and operators.  

The mineral claim holder and the operator must undergo safety training before mining operations 
start. The Opal Mining Safety workshop is available online and is free to complete, simply click this 
link to register, set up an account and enrol in the course.  

Note: 

• Each operator must use their own individual email address to enrol and complete the course. 
Once complete, the training remains current for 5 years. 

• The system is case-sensitive, so make sure you enter your details exactly the same way each 
time and keep a record of your password.  

The mineral claim holder must also notify the Resources Regulator of the operator for an opal mine 
before mining operations commence. This can be done by completing and submitting Form LR15: 
Nomination of opal mine operator. 

Need assistance? 

If you have any questions or need help lodging your application, get in touch with the NSW 
Resources Small-Scale Titles Team: 

• by email: whitecliffs@dpird.nsw.gov.au 

• by phone: 02 6820 5200 

• in person: at the department's office, 41 Opal Street, Lightning Ridge, NSW 

• Office hours are Monday to Thursday:  9.30am to 1pm and 2 to 4pm and Friday: 9:30am to 1pm. 

© State of New South Wales through Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 2026. The information contained in this 
publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing (May 2026). However, because of advances in knowledge, 
users are reminded of the need to ensure that the information upon which they rely is up to date and to check the currency of the 
information with the appropriate officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development or the user’s independent 
adviser. 

disclaimer:%20%C2%A9%20State%20of%20New%20South%20Wales%20through%20Department%20of%20Primary%20Industries%20and%20Regional%20Development%202026.%20The%20information%20contained%20in%20this%20publication%20is%20based%20on%20knowledge%20and%20understanding%20at%20the%20time%20of%20writing%20(March%202026).%20However,%20because%20of%20advances%20in%20knowledge,%20users%20are%20reminded%20of%20the%20need%20to%20ensure%20that%20the%20information%20upon%20which%20they%20rely%20is%20up%20to%20date%20and%20to%20check%20the%20currency%20of%20the%20information%20with%20the%20appropriate%20officer%20of%20the%20Department%20of%20Primary%20Industries%20and%20Regional%20Development%20or%20the%20user%E2%80%99s%20independent%20adviser.
disclaimer:%20%C2%A9%20State%20of%20New%20South%20Wales%20through%20Department%20of%20Primary%20Industries%20and%20Regional%20Development%202026.%20The%20information%20contained%20in%20this%20publication%20is%20based%20on%20knowledge%20and%20understanding%20at%20the%20time%20of%20writing%20(March%202026).%20However,%20because%20of%20advances%20in%20knowledge,%20users%20are%20reminded%20of%20the%20need%20to%20ensure%20that%20the%20information%20upon%20which%20they%20rely%20is%20up%20to%20date%20and%20to%20check%20the%20currency%20of%20the%20information%20with%20the%20appropriate%20officer%20of%20the%20Department%20of%20Primary%20Industries%20and%20Regional%20Development%20or%20the%20user%E2%80%99s%20independent%20adviser.
https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-11/lr15-opal-nomination-of-opal-mine-operator.pdf
https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-11/lr15-opal-nomination-of-opal-mine-operator.pdf
mailto:whitecliffs@dpird.nsw.gov.au
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