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Fact sheet 

How to renew a mineral claim within the Lightning Ridge 
Mineral Claims District 
 

This fact sheet is for holders of a mineral claim within the Lightning Ridge Mineral Claims District 
who intend to apply for a renewal. 

The information in this fact sheet is general in nature and not intended to provide legal advice. If you 
have any questions, please contact our Small-Scale Titles team on 02 6820 5200. 

When can I renew my mineral claim? 

You can only apply for renewal of your mineral claim within the 2 months before it expires. 

Your application must be lodged before your mineral claim expires, unless the expiry falls on a 
weekend or public holiday. In that case, your application may be lodged before the close of business 
on the next working day. 

It is the mineral claim holder’s responsibility to ensure the renewal application is lodged on time.  

If your renewal application is lodged by post, ensure there is sufficient time for the application to be 
delivered to the department. The application is taken to be lodged on the day it is received. 

Note: The department does not issue reminder notices by post. If you have an email address 
registered against your mineral claim, you will receive renewal reminder notifications via email. 

How do I apply to renew my mineral claim? 

To renew a mineral claim, applicants must notify relevant landholders and lodge the required forms 
with NSW Resources. The following requirements must be satisfied before a mineral claim renewal 
application can be granted.  

Notify the landholder(s) 

Before your renewal application can be determined, the decision-maker must be satisfied that you 
have given a notice of intention to exercise your rights under the mineral claim to all relevant 
landholders. 

To do this: 

1. Complete Form LR23 – Notice of intention to exercise your rights under a small-scale title, and 
make a copy for your records. 
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2. Send the original LR23 notice to the landholder(s) via registered post. 

3. Ensure you keep a copy of the notice and the registered post receipt as evidence.  

Unless proof of delivery is obtained, the department will only progress your application 7 working 
days after the LR23 notice has been posted to the landholder. 

Am I required to send a map of the mineral claim area? 

Previously, a map was required to accompany all LR23 renewal notices. This is no longer the case. 

For renewal applications: 

• a map is not required if the area sought for renewal is the same as the area previously notified to 
the landholder. 

• a map is required if the renewal relates to a reduced area (that is, the claim area has changed 
since the previous notification). 

Complete and lodge Form LR6A 

Complete and lodge Form LR6A - Application for renewal of a mineral claim within the Lightning 
Ridge Mineral Claims District.  

You must: 

• provide proof of identity of the applicant(s) with name, date of birth, address, photograph and 
signature (e.g. driver’s licence or Photo ID card). The details in your proof of identity document 
must match the details in this form (e.g. name and address). 

• pay the required renewal application fee when lodging the form.  

Your application for the renewal of a mineral claim can be lodged:  

• by email: lightningridge.office@dpird.nsw.gov.au  

• by post: NSW Resources, PO Box 314, Lightning Ridge, NSW, 2834 

• in-person: at the department's office, 41 Opal Street, Lightning Ridge, NSW 

Complete and lodge Form LR23B (formerly LR6B) 

You must provide evidence that notice has been given to the landholder(s) 

Complete Form LR23B – Applicant declaration of landholder notice of intention to exercise rights 
under a mineral claim, and lodge with the department. 

You must attach: 

• a copy of the completed LR23 notice (and a map, if required) 

• proof that the notice was sent by registered post, being either: 

— a registered post receipt showing the tracking number, or 

— Australia Post proof of delivery (signature on delivery and online tracking) 

Form LR23B may be lodged at the same time as Form LR6A. 

No fee is payable with Form LR23B. 

mailto:lightningridge.office@dpird.nsw.gov.au
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What happens after I have lodged my renewal application? 

Once a completed renewal application has been received: 

• Your mineral claim will be placed in a ‘pending status’.  

• You may continue to mine your claim in accordance with your mineral claim conditions until your 
renewal application has been determined. 

The department will review the documentation and assess the renewal of your mineral claim. As part 
of the assessment of your renewal, you will be issued a Notice of Proposed Decision.  

The Notice of Proposed Decision outlines:  

• the proposed decision regarding the renewal your mineral claim  

• a draft mineral claim certificate (if the renewal is proposed to be granted) 

• details of any outstanding fees, levies and landholder compensation that must be paid before a 
final decision is made.  

Additional payments may be made at the office, by phone or by credit card (if you have completed 
an authorisation form to take payment).  

If the renewal application is granted, the new mineral claim renewal certificate will be emailed to 
your nominated email address, posted, or made available for collection at the office. 

Need assistance? 

If you have any questions or need help lodging your application, please contact the NSW Resources 
Small-Scale Titles Team: 

• by email: lightningridge.office@dpird.nsw.gov.au  

• by phone: 02 6820 5200 

• in-person: at the department's office, 41 Opal Street, Lightning Ridge, NSW 

Office hours are: 

• Monday to Thursday: 9.30am to 1pm and 2 to 4pm 

• Friday: 9:30am to 1pm 

© State of New South Wales through Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 2026. The information contained in  
this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing (March 2026). However, because of advances in 
knowledge, users are reminded of the need to ensure that the information upon which they rely is up to date and to check the currency  
of the information with the appropriate officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development or the user’s 
independent adviser. 
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