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Small mines high visibility campaign

• A different approach for 2024

• A program tailored to small mines

• Review near fatality incidents at Tier 2 quarries

• Speaking with workers 

• Focus on safety critical items around crushing and screening
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Notices issued
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Summary of compliance notices
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• Four s195 prohibition notices were issued to 3 small mine sites. The prohibition notices all 
identified missing, inadequate and poorly maintained guard rails on mobile plant (loaders and 
excavators) and fixed walkways on material screening plant to prevent fall from height.

• Many pre-start checklists for the crushing and screening circuits covered the entire plant with 
one pre-start and did not have a specific pre-start for sections of the plant. 

• Some pre-start checklists covered the maintenance critical items that needed to be checked 
however did not consider the safety critical items (guards, warning devices, emergency 
stopping system) that need to be checked. 

• Many workers were not formally trained in how to complete a pre-start on the crushing and 
screening circuits and did not know what action to be taken if a safety critical item was not 
operational.

• Many small mine sites had conveyor belts that needed to be tracked with the guards off.
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Recommendations for mine operators
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• Review the adequacy and maintenance of guard rails on mobile plant (loaders) and fixed 
walkways on material screening plant to prevent fall from height. 

• Review the pre-start of their crushing and screening circuits to ensure that they are fit for 
purpose and cover all the safety critical items that need to be checked before operation of the 
plant. 

• Train workers in how to complete the pre-start of their crushing and screening circuits and 
ensure workers are aware of which safety critical items mean that the plant cannot be operated 
till the issue is rectified. 

• Review the tracking of belts on their sites considering the hierarchy of control and implement 
engineering controls to ensure worker are not exposed to the risk of entanglement.
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Consolidated report
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Mine safety high visibility 
campaign 2024

https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-07/consolidated-report-high-visibility-campaign-2024.pdf
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-07/consolidated-report-high-visibility-campaign-2024.pdf
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Questions

Small mines roadshow
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Entanglement – amputated arm (Aug 2023)
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Machine fire (Sept 2023)
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Tyre explosion (Feb 2024)
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Crush injury (Mar 2024)
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Fall from height (Mar 2024)
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Explosion (May 2024)
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Operator engulfed in cab of excavator (June 2024)
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Worker burnt refuelling a pump (Oct 2024)
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Pump burnt refuelling (Nov 2024)
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Maintenance worker runover (Dec  2024)
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Worker entangled in conveyor (Dec  2024)
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Truck rollover (Dec 2024)
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Questions?

Thank you
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