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Legislation

Work Health and Safety (Mines and Petroleum Sites) Regulation 2022

Section 39 Inspections

1) The mine operator of a mine must ensure arrangements are in place for the regular 
inspection of the working environment of the mine for the purposes of the WHS laws.

2) The mine operator must ensure, in the making of the arrangements, the following are  
taken into account—

a) the procedures for conducting inspections,
b) when inspections must be carried out,
c) the persons competent to conduct inspections,
d) the number of competent persons required to conduct each inspections.

3) The mine operator of a mine must ensure a risk assessment is conducted on all areas of the 
mine when taking account of the matters set out in subsection (2)(a)–(d).
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Developing an inspection checklist

Have you read the NSW Resources Regulator’s 
guide for ‘Health and safety at quarries’?

This is an excellent resource, and we would 
strongly recommend using this guide. 

Press ‘control F’ then type ‘inspect’ to search 
for the word in this document. You will see it is 
mentioned over 200 times, hence the 
importance of inspections!

4



NSW Resources
Resources Regulator

Developing an inspection checklist (basic)

Basic checklist prompts:

• Faces – slips, slumps or failures of any kind, or the potential of.

• Water seeping out of the face.

• Bunding at crest of high walls/faces.

• Bunding around water bodies e.g. dams, in pit sumps, silt/slimes dams.

• Bunding on roadways.

• Roadway conditions.

• Drainage. Is it adequate? Does it divert water away from faces? Do you have 
pooling of water? Any slumping identified?

• Dump design, compaction, bunding and drainage. Does water flow away 
from dump/tip point? Any pooling water to destabilise dump?

• Signage in place and legible. 
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Developing an inspection checklist (complex)
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Complex checklist prompts:

• Early identification is key to safety.

• Consult with a geotechnical engineer to assist in developing a more robust 
inspection checklist.

• Have a geotechnical engineer carry out periodic inspections, provide a report and 
advise accordingly.

• Large scale mines may use monitoring equipment on highwalls to detect movement.

• The original mine design may not be adequate for local geology.

• Dams in pit sumps, have you considered these.

• Stockpiles that have been ramped up such as dust and road base. Is adequate 
bunding in place?

• Height under overhead structures or powerlines. Has road height increased due to 
build up or spillage over time? Thornton Quarry, Illinois USA
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Examples of what other companies have developed
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More things to consider in developing your inspection 
checklists:

• Good maintenance of haul roads 

• All vehicle operating areas in good condition 

• Drainage

• Stockpiles 

• Bunding/edge protection and demarcated areas 

• Dump condition

• Face conditions

• Benches

• Access restrictions

• UHF communications and call points
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Examples of what some larger companies have developed

Inspections recorded electronically with photographs.

This is ideal for shift handovers if your operation has 
multiple shifts. The oncoming supervisor can physically see 
any issues and measure against them if a condition/issue 
deteriorates further, and then monitor, isolate the area or 
arrange rectification works.
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Developing an inspection checklist

Many companies in the quarrying sector use electronic pre-
starts on phones or tablets. This software allows you to 
design and detail your own inspection checklist, which can 
be adapted for specific pit inspections. They also allow you 
to categorise an issue (high/red, medium/yellow or 
low/green). 

Photos can be attached, and these reports can be sent 
immediately to the supervisor and quarry manager.   
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Examples of what other companies have developed   
and different areas to be inspected
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Thank you to those companies that have allowed 
us to use their examples in this presentation.
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Questions?

Thank you
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