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Investigation information release 

Date: November 2022 

Worker seriously injured during lifting activity  
Incident date: 13 November 2022 

Event: Worker seriously injured while using a workshop overhead crane to remove a lifting plate   

Location: Tarrawonga Coal Mine 

Overview 

A worker suffered a compound leg fracture when he was hit by a lifting plate attached to an 
overhead crane.  

The mine 

The Tarrawonga Coal Mine is an open cut coal mine about 42 kilometres north-west of Gunnedah, 
NSW. Whitehaven Coal Mining Limited is the mine operator of the Tarrawonga Coal Mine. 

The incident 

A contract worker was removing a lifting plate after the conclusion of repairs to a haul truck.  

The lifting plate and the overhead crane had been used to support the weight of the axle box nose 
cone to allow welding repairs to be carried out on the topside of the axle box.  

The lifting plate, attached to the overhead crane by a shackle and chain assembly, was being used 
in a vertical lift to remove it from the axle box. The plate was required to be manually manipulated 
out of the air vent opening of an axle box blower. 

Initial information suggests that as the plate was lifted using the crane through the opening, it 
became wedged in the opening. The crane continued to apply load onto the plate to remove it from 
the hole. While under load, the plate became free and hit the worker on the leg, resulting in a serious 
injury.    

The investigation 

The Regulator has commenced an investigation to determine the cause and circumstances of the 
incident. The investigation will explore, among other things, working around plant, instruction, 
training and supervision of the worker involved, as well as the adequacy of risk assessment, work 
instructions and procedures relevant to the incident. The mine operator and the contractor are 
cooperating with the investigation. A report will be published when the investigation is concluded. 
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Figure 1 The work area and air vent opening (circled) of the axle box through which the lifting plate was being manually 
manipulated 

 

Figure 2 The lifting plate found after the incident on the cabin walkway 
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Further information 
Please refer to the following guidance materials: 

• NSW Resources Regulator Code of practice – Mechanical engineering control plan 

• SafeWork NSW - Code of practice - Managing the risks of plant in the workplace 

• Safety Bulletin SB22-05 Crane incidents on the rise 

• Safety Alert SA22-04 Dangers of lifting and pulling activities revealed 

About this information release 
The Regulator has issued this information to draw attention to the occurrence of a serious incident 
in the mining industry. Further information may be published as it becomes available.  

Visit our website to:  

• learn more about our work on investigations 

• view our publications on other investigations 
 
 
© State of New South Wales through Regional NSW 2022. You may copy, distribute, display, download and otherwise 
freely deal with this publication for any purpose, provided that you attribute the Department of Regional NSW as the 
owner. However, you must obtain permission if you wish to charge others for access to the publication (other than at cost); 
include the publication in advertising or a product for sale; modify the publication; or republish the publication on a 
website. You may freely link to the publication on a departmental website. 
Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing 
(November 2022) and may not be accurate, current or complete. The State of New South Wales (including the Department 
of Regional NSW), the author and the publisher take no responsibility, and will accept no liability, for the accuracy, 
currency, reliability or correctness of any information included in the document (including material provided by third 
parties). Readers should make their own inquiries and rely on their own advice when making decisions related to material 
contained in this publication. 
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https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/code-of-practice-mechanical-engineering-control-plan.pdf
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/52156/Managing-the-risks-of-plant-in-the-workplace-COP.pdf
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-05/SB22-05-Crane-incidents-on-the-rise.PDF
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-10/safety-alert-22-04-dangers-of-lifting-and-pulling-activities-revealed.pdf
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